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Réalisateur

Cette crise qu'on vit actuellement (une sorte de guerre biologique mondiale ot — ce
qui est étonnant, amusant donc ironique, 'ennemi nest pas une idiologie, ou un intérét,
mais juste un soubresaut ironique de la nature qui fait des siennes pour rappeler aux esprits
distraits qui est le Big Boss). C’est quand méme une pandémie — comme dans un film
catastrophe- qui a arrété la guerre, mais pas les profiteurs de guerre, elle a mis au goulag
tout le monde sans étre Staline, et méme elle a inversé la courbe des voyageurs clandestins
qui cherchent, maintenant, a fuir 'Espagne et I'ltalie. En tant qu'auteur, c’est une époque
étrange et inspirante. Je n’y vois que des choses ironiques. Le sourire peut étre jaune !

Je ne pense pas que la pandémie changera quelque chose dans le fonctionnement
du monde. Economiquement, les déghts seront importants mais surpassable (comme pour
toutes les crises et les récessions : une année blanche pour les économies) mais les gens vont
revenir sur la place publique avec encore plus d’appétit de vie et de partage comme apres
une guerre civile ou une guerre totale : Cest la nature humaine : exorciser par I'émotion et
la féte les démons de la peur et de 'anxiété.

Les réseaux sociaux sont un exutoire qui aident certains pendant cette période a ne pas
sombrer dans la folie ou la désintégration psychologique de la solitude ou de 'empilement
(toutes ces familles obligées de cohabiter pendant des semaines comme dans des bunkers ou
des Panic Rooms).

Les réseaux sociaux restent quand méme un marché a la criée sans presque aucun
acheteur. La cacophonie des donneurs d’avis ébaubit et en cette période, on pousse jusqu’a
incandescence le temps passé sur internet pour essayer de faire partie d’'un monde dépeuplé.

On a laissé nos villes aux pigeons et aux chats, image presque biblique de la fin du
monde quon regarde depuis nos balcons avec un révérenciel propre a chacun : qui va du
tétanisé a l'amusé.

Personnellement, je trouve amusant, et édifiant la fragilité de nos sociétés et la
catastrophe elle-méme est étonnante par sa simplicité, comme a la fin de la Guerre du
Monde de Herbert Georges Wells : c’est un Virus qui chasse I'envahisseur de notre planéte :
probablement nous sommes les envahisseurs et on rentre chez nous: dans les réseaux
sociaux. ..
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Founding Editor of People’s Stories Project. Editor-in- Chief for
the Time Out Group’s series of guides to Lagos and Abuja (2007-2013).
Consulted on and established publications on West African culture for
the Danish Film Institute, Arts Council England and the Institute of
International Visual Arts (Iniva). Curatorial advisor for the Afro-future
design programme. Written design-focused articles for Design Indaba
(Cape Town), Gestalten Books (Berlin) and has previously been a Pan
African trends watcher for the Breakthrough Innovation Group (B.I.G) —a
creative marketing think tank for Pernod-Ricard, Paris. Associate Lecturer

at the London campus of Inseec Business School where she has designed

courses in Visual Culture. Works as an independent writer for commercial

and cultural organisations and platforms.

. To me the word ‘freedom’ has a very personal or specific meaning according to
who you ask, but in the context of the current pandemic there are local, national and global
efforts to protect ‘us’ from the Corona virus. It therefore means striking an uncomfortable
balance between optimism and fear in the hope for a safe future outcome. Fear is a huge force
that’s needed in order to gain patterns of collective and individual behavior. To convince us
to shrink our worlds down to the number of people per household it means we've swiftly
given up many layers of our freedoms. This makes sense in the short-term, but at later
stages, we may will that many of the freedoms we want to reclaim will not be available to us.

. Much as I'm happily dependent on technology for so much of my working
and cultural life, there is no way it can be an alternative to the spontaneous, surprising,
tactile, messy, frustrating, beautiful, intricate intimacies of the touch, sound and aura of
humanity. Virtual communication should always be considered a powerful by-product to
physical encounter and not an alternative.

. Things have already changed and will forever be changed by this epidemic/
pandemic. Too many people have died across the world. It would be an insult to the victims
(and growing victims) of the virus to expect the same freedoms to snap back to their former
state. There’s too much collective shock and anxiety for freedoms not to be continually
tightened. That in itself feels like a depressing fact, but in this globalized world where people
can and do expect to travel, to live internationally, to innovate and impact on the world,
there will be a range of changes to how we all behave. At a basic level, we've all become
germophobic hypochondriacs, so personal public and communal awareness of hygiene will
be more intensely observed in different ways. Even if this particular epidemic disappears,
the reality of highly infectious viral agents that replicate within living cells will not.


http://www.psp-culture.com/
https://www.timeout.com/about/time-out-group
https://www.designindaba.com/
https://gestalten.com/
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. Freedom of movement (particularly travel) will become more severe and
more policed. This will come from the State of any given country but will also be shaped by
a natural human fear and lack of trust in the environment (for a while at least). The outdoor
and commercial public spaces have become danger zones — or at least the appearance of too
many other people within these public spaces has become problematic. New vocabularies —
social distancing, lockdown, self-isolation — although linked to safety and protection, have
taken us away from each other, not just physically, but also mentally. This is sad. Despite
much human thought and kindness exhibited during the period of quarantine there are also
elements of fascistic behavior towards others who are seen to not be following the often-
confusing rules. Protection can feel militaristic BUT in time I really do hope that we get our
open softness back and extend this to all; not just our friends and families.

. Combinations of all of the above make the difference in severity of limitation
from nation to nation. However, all responses are nuanced. Speaking from a UK point of
view, I think that the alarmingly high numbers of those affected by the virus and the tragic
casualties is obviously linked to the slow speed of the response to combat the number of
infections. This, I believe is aligned with elements of the British psyche whereby a certain
ease of superiority means that the governments here are less inclined to take advice and learn
from others beyond this small northwestern island. We watched what Italy had to do, we've
seen the lower numbers of infections in other places in Europe and beyond, but the UK was
slow to insist on social-distancing or mask-wearing despite evidence that early adoption of
these methods can work. I think it’s significant to look at both the looseness of limitations
alongside the traditional slogans or patriotic songs of some of the countries with the highest
deaths to get a sense of the ingrained cultural identity politics that put traditional freedoms
ahead of safe and temporary disruptions to the way people have to live in order to survive.

Rule Britannia!

Britannia rule the waves.

Britons never, never, never shall be slaves. (1740 — Thomas Arne)

(Patriotic song. Fits with Prime Minister Boris Johnson’s Churchillian approach
to the virus that made him arrogant enough to shake hands with corona virus patients

— ultimately leading to his own hospitalization. A very British sense of superiority and a
foolish demonstration of not being told what to do).


https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/Churchillian
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‘Land of the free’ (national slogan)

THIS is a country that has not taken punitive action against certain citizens in
gun-carrying states who have organized anti-lock down protests in large groups, with their
guns and racist slogans. A fear of the money that comes from the sale of legal weapons and
the saving of the economy is linked to the loose limitations for safety that has happened in
America. Now they have the highest numbers of casualties despite their identity as a world
leader.

‘Liberté, égalité, fraternité’ (National slogan)

France has suffered some of the highest rates of death in Europe after their government
was slow to impose strict limitations on their citizens.

Overall, I think the above three countries lack of swift social limitations is due to
their fear of being undemocratic and dictatorial. These are characteristics that they align
with other regioOns (particularly the Middle East).

It therefore seems that the so-called alpha-nations have been more concerned with
their political messages than with their basic and smarter message of human protection.
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A Barrister practicing law in London, England, representing both
individuals and government in cases affecting liberty and incursions upon it. An
environmentalist having stood for Parliament and lost gracefully. An activist for
liberation of animals, wilderness, food supply and humans of all persuasions. A

historian and futurist, poet and vocalist.

For me as a lawyer and proponent of gender equality, the gender agenda inhabits the
center of global ill health not only this latest scare. From the phallic projections of rage, we
call weaponry to the pain we imbue into reproduction, from our oppressive dress codes and
restrictive roles to our abuses in the quest to protect. If we could bridge the divide between
male and female, this to my mind would be the beginning of a pathway to peace.

We must always remember our freedoms are relative to those of all. Whilst one
remains captive, we are all slaves. The pandemic global response represents a manifestation
of our collective fears. Our perceived cause, consumption of wild animals, represents our
guilt about exploitation of ecosystems. Our bodies hold memories and the symptoms of
this new yet old disease; respiratory infection, reflect our unease with the pollution of the
atmosphere with toxic fumes and our desire to breathe freely again. In times when words
and even thoughts are often forbidden, our bodies manifest as a signal about the direction
in which freedom lies.

We must learn to communicate remotely as well as when we are within range and
this will be the stepping stone to regaining confidence in the power of our minds and hearts
to communicate over distance. But we must also learn to resist new types of interference,
some malicious as well as well meaning. We must learn to navigate electronic pathways as
if they were our own nervous system. And we must support those less able to access, just as
we do now for the differently abled in mobility and communication.

I sincerely hope once this transitional chaos has passed that we never return to our
former state but use this as an opportunity to transcend higher and draw confidence that
mobilisation for true liberation can occur. I hope we face our fears and decipher them
including fears about being proximate and contagious, fears about mortality. I hope that
we will deconstruct the meaning of health and that some amongst us may even renew their
belief in eternal life.

Movement should occur for happy reasons, not as so often hitherto as flight from
threat or through desperation to even so much as survive. Peaceful and osmotic movement
should be possible, for example to experience the joy of other climates, for exchange and
companionship. Many of these needs can also be met using cyber connections to save travel
as a luxury and pleasure.
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What makes the difference in the severity of the limitation of freedom between
countries, is it the nature of the political system i.e. democracy or dictatorship; or is it the
nature and strength of economic structures, or the efficiency of health services structures?

Often the differences in severity are perceived by the individual based upon their
position at their own location. There are, sadly, oppressions in every system at the present
time. Geographical differences can only in my view be explained by landscape and climate.
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Confinement (in) image ... digressive thoughts

Since the black death, epidemics have had a tremendous impact on all aspects of
human life. Part of the reason is that epidemic diseases raise huge questions for the human
mind, about our relationship with death, with divinity, and our relationship with each other
as a society.

A common thread in the history of epidemics is the search for scapegoats and the
witch hunt. And we have seen that when epidemics evolve into pandemics, the persecution
of foreigners rises as they are accused of spreading the disease. The president of the United
States, along with members of his political party, have irresponsibly used the heavily
xenophobic charged term “the Chinese virus” to refer to COVID-19. As a result members
of the Asian community in New York have come under attack.

No doubt this epidemic turned pandemic changed a lot of ideas and conceptions
in our life into an empty concept which can be filled with multiple meanings, if not an
occasion to redefine the meaning and what is meaningful with regards to such concepts.
One of these concepts is freedom.

Does my freedom recline on my right to go out to society, or on my right to be
protected from those individuals in society who carry the virus? Is freedom being out, or
being in? Do we conceive freedom as a means of a responsible act, or the responsible act as
a means of freedom? Way before COVID-19, freedom has always been this configuration
where the outer collides with the inner, and where the relative and the absolute, the individual
and the social engage in an ongoing exchange of values. COVID-19 recons another way
to feel free and to seek freedom: that is of going back and doing what one was able to do
before the restrictions imposed by the government authorities. The past is always the best.
Post-coronavirus life is nothing but a reanimation of the past. At the end freedom remains
at the heart of any “existential” question.

COVID-19 was first detected in China, a country that has a long tradition in the
culture of confinement, secrecy, isolation, and mystery. From the great wall that rose as a
solid shield of protection against the Mongol attacks, to the “forbidden” city where the
imperial family, as it is the case of too many others along history, was “protected” from
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intermingling with the masses. Power, isolation, and protection are markers that trace the
limits between the private and the public. These limits, in our time and age, the times of
coronavirus are more relative than any time before.

From a wet market in China comes coronavirus, from the culture of China comes
the saying “when the winds of change blow, some people build walls and others build
windmills”. Is our isolation “walls” or “windmills”? it is static or dynamic? The term we
are using to name the key measure to protect ourselves and our loved ones against the virus
already carries this oscillation between the static and the dynamic: “social distancing.” A
measure that was already ingrained in us through another powerful tool called “social media”,
walls and windmills. Home and social media! It was also another Chinese who said: “man
becomes impatient in vain, meanwhile he walks in the image.” The Chinese government has
proven to be number one in the area of surveillance. Every citizen is turned into a numeric
profile. We are left with the image as our only means of socializing and communicating.
Our life becomes an imitation of cinema more than ever before. The people I talk to, the
students I teach, the friends I visit, are those “close-ups” and “mid-shots” I connect to
through “Zoom”. We are in a critical phase of virtuality: liberating the human exercise of
communication from the weight of physical reality. The Coronavirus epidemic may have set
the threshold of some transgalactic alphabet. Maybe in the near future, a tomorrow where
family members reside on Mars, some advanced alternative of Zoom will be our only means
of communication with them. And there is no science fiction about it.

The COVID-19 epidemic materializes this image in all its imaginary and imaginable
configurations. Confinement has always been a fertile turf for fantasy and imagination.
Confinement is a narrative that englobes a variety of diversified programs and points of
view. Confinement is staying home in order to be protected but is also house arrest. It is
only one dot over the letter «,« in Arabic that turns the definition of confine from its ancient
meaning of home and one’s place to prison oo/ ,». Isn’t that the harem? This other image
sedimented in our fantasy.

Since the two Turkish film directors, The Taylan Brothers, opened the doors of the
Ottoman harem in their magnum TV show The Magnificent Century, the harem ceases
to be this fantastic tell boxed in the confines of orientalist discourse. The viewers around
the world were not discovering only an iconographic equivalent of their imagination of
this exotic world where beauty, desire, and danger coexist. They discovered the institution
of power manufacturing that ran one of the strongest empires in history. Behind every
strong emperor, there was a mother that at one point was a sex slave. The ottoman harem
as displayed by the Turkish series is beyond the western minded male fantasies. As Leslie
Peirce put it in her book Empress of the East (2017), the book she was writing at the same
time as the Ottomans were conquering the world screen through their Empress Hurram,
the politics of motherhood. The underlying program of the strong politic of the Ottoman
empire. The harem engendered immeasurable power. Sometimes confinement has its uses.

Every image is a product of a perspective. COVID-19 provides us with space and
time to think and rethink. Our act of thinking can save a life!.
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